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FOOD RELIEF FRAMEWORK 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.06 am]: I rise today to inform the house 
about the recent launch of the “WA Food Relief Framework Report 2019”. The report is the result of the extensive 
work of the Food Relief Framework Working Group, which is led by the Western Australian Council of Social 
Service and collectively represents the voice of the sector, service providers, service users and government. Initiated 
in 2017 with a Lotterywest grant of more than $340 000, the working group has developed the food stress index, 
which is a tool that geographically maps food insecurity risks across the state and provides the evidence base for 
the report. 
Charitable organisations such as Foodbank and SecondBite provide over 500 000 meals a month to vulnerable 
Western Australians. Although they do fantastic work, SecondBite CEO Jim Mullan reminded us at the launch 
that it would be naive to believe that those organisations alone could set up and sustain a sophisticated network of 
logistics and storage across a state as big as WA to cover the need. Finding a way to bring food relief organisations, 
industry and government together to set up such a network is the purpose of the Food Relief Framework and the 
report makes a number of recommendations on how to achieve that. These include exploring the possibility of tax 
deductibility for the transport and storage of food for food relief purposes, devising better ways of sharing resources 
between commercial and food-rescue services and ensuring that we provide safe, nutritious and affordable food to 
remote Aboriginal communities. I am pleased to confirm that one of the key actions government will take in 
response is to bring together key stakeholders from industry, the community services sector and government for 
a roundtable discussion in February 2020, which will be hosted by the Premier. 
I commend WACOSS and the Food Relief Framework Working Group and its chair, Helen Creed, for their work 
to date. I am confident that we are we are building momentum within government, industry and the community 
services sector to provide better food relief to vulnerable West Australians. 
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